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(Oorrrittit. !3M. to tbt rnnk A. afim, v I was horrified at the thought that upon "Let us wait and see, David," he geroua limb. It was with a deep sigh swung down headforemoet, his talt H

IJT tAa jtrit place, photo bear In mind that I do not expect you to the very threshold of salvation ho replied, "and ln the mean time sup-
pose of relief that I saw htm reach forth looped about great limb, and grmse- -,

oeiieve tnu ttory. might be dead. we do a bit of exploring up nnd and gain a higher branch ln safety. Ing me beneath my armpits awuordown tho coast. We mny find a na-tl- the brute did that whichAnd then me In safety up among hi fellows.u But I believe the story, and to would you had you heard it ear
Tearing

to his
open
breast,

bis
I
shirt,

could
I

havo
placed

cried
my

As
who can enlighten us." froze ui both anew with horror. Then they fell to examining sae with'

from the lips of the man who told It to mc. with relief; hla heart was boating Perry gazed
we walked along the beach Grasping the trco'e stem with his the utmost excitement and curiosity.

1 came upon Mm quite tuddenly, and no test unexpectedly, won the rim quite regularly. the water. Evidently
long nnd earnestly

he wax wrest-ling
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all
powerful

the groat
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weight
he dragged

of his
down
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with
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They
and my

picked
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at my clotblBg, my hair
At the water tank I wettedh the Great Bahara. lie teat ttandlng before a goatskin tent amid a clump handkorchlef, slapping It smartly

my
"David,"

with a
ho

mighty
said

problem. and all the Irresistible force ot those They turned me about to see U I
mf date palm within a tiny it. Close his forehead and face several abruptly, "do you mighty muscles. had a tall, and when they discovered 1oat by war an Arab douar of some across percelvo nnythlng unusual about the Slowly but surely the stem began that I was nottimes. In a moment I was rewarded horizon?" ao equipped they felleight or ten tentt. to bond toward him. Inch by Inch he into roam of laughter. Theirlids. teeUsby the raising of his As I looked I began to'At light of me he advanced rapidly to meet ut. For a tlmo he lay wide-eye- d and the reason for tho strangeness

appreciate
of the

worked his paws upward as the tree were very Urge and white and ersflJ
'"A white man!" he cried. "May the good Lord be praised! I have been quite uncomprehending. Then his landscape that had haunted me from

leaned more and
Perry

more
clung

from
chattering

the per-
pendicular.

except for
trifle

the upper canines, whichware a longer than thescattered wits slowly foregathered, the first other,watching you for hours, hoping against hope that this time there would be and he sat up sniffing the air with an the blzarro
with

nnd
an

unnatural
Illusive suggestion

thero
ot In a panic ot terror. Higher and protruding just a bit When the mouthwanwhite man. Tell me the date. What year is itr expression of wonderment upon his no horizon! higher Into tho bending and swaying was closed.

tree ho clambered. More and more When they had examinedAnd when I told him he staggered as though he had been struck full in face.
"WTiy. David," he cried at last, Bo far na the eyo could reach out to rapidly was tho tree top Inclining few moments one of them discovered

me tor a
'

the face, to "at he was compelled to grasp my stirrup leather for support. "lt'a air. aa sure as I live. Why-w- hy, bosom
ee the sea continued nnd upon Its toward the ground. that my clothing was not a part of me,

it mean? Where In floated tiny Islands, those In I saw now why the great brute was with the result that'Ten years!" he murmured at laf. "Ten years, and I thought that at what does the dlstanco rcduced to garment by gar- -
the world are we? What has hap-
pened?"

more specks; armed with nlich enormous paws. The ment they tore it from me amid peels fths most it could be scarce more thayone." but ever beyond them was tho sea, uso that ho was putting thorn to was of the wildest laughter. Apelike, they 1

that we're back nt the until tho Impression became qulto precisely that for which naturo had essayed to don the'That night he told me his story the story that I give you here at "It means real that apparel them(ono was looking Tho sloth-lik- esurface all right, Perry," I cried; "but up at tho intended them. crea-
ture

selves, but their Ingenuity waa n3 ,nearly In his own words at I can recall them. ' where, I don't know. I havon't opened most distant point that the eyo could wns herbivorous, and to feed sufficient to the task and ao they gars '
her up yet. Beon too busy reviving fathom tho distance wns lost In the that mighty carcass entire trees must It up. .

Lord, man, but you had a close distance. be stripped ot their foltago. In the mean time I .had been strain- - 'you.
CHAPTER I. had been tha thing would not budge. squeak." That was all, Thero was no clear-c- ut The reason for Its attacking us Ing my eyes to catch a glimpse of,Tho grim, insensate, hurrlbla thing "You say we're back at the surface, horizontal line marking the dip might easily be accounted for on the Perry, but nowhere about could I seeThe Eternal Fires. that was holding us upon the straight David? How can that be? How long of the globe below tho line of vision. supposition of an ugly disposition him, though the clump of trees In

WAS born In Connecticut road to death) have I been unconscious?" "A great light Is commencing to such as that which the fierce and which he had first taken refuge waa,At lenirth I va tin th niAlaa "Not long. We turned In the Ice break on me," continued Perry, taking stupid rhinoceros of Africa possesses. In full view. I waa much exercised byabout thirty years ago. My struggle, and without a word returned stratum. Don't you recall the sudden out his watch. "I bcllovn that I But thoro were later reflections. fear that something had befallen him,name fi David Inncs. I am to my scat. There- was no need for whirling of our seats? After that the have partially solved the riddle. It At the moment I was too frantlo and though I called Ms name aloud
a graduate of Andover and words at least none that I could Im- - drill was above us Instead of below. is now two o'clock. When we em-

erged
with apprehension on Perry's behalf several times there waa no response.

nirlnA. Ilnlnnfl Pnrrv Hnalrri tn nnu We didn't notice It at the tlmo, but I from tho prospector tho sun to consider aught other than a means Tired at lost of playing with myYale. "Whnt rnn wa AnT I naVArl titritna. recall It now." was directly abovo us. Where is it to save him from tho death that clothing, the creatures threw It to theMr father was a wealthy mlno- - my pcrtubatlon beneath the mask of "You mean to say that we turned now?" loomed ao close. ground, and catching me, one on
dwtoer. When I was nineteen ne a low and level voice. back In the Ice stratum, David? That I glanced up to find the great orb Hoollilrvg that I could outdistance either side, by an arm, started oft at'
died. All his proporty was to bo "Wo may stop here, and dlo of Is not possible. Tho prospector can-

not
till moUonless In the centro of tho the clumsy brute In tho open, I a most terrifying pace through the'

ma asphyxiation when our atmosphere turn unless Its nose Is deflected. hoavons. And such a sunt I had dropped front ray leafy sanctuary In-

tent
treetops.

attalnodmfn'eV when X had my tanks aro empty," replied Perry, "or If the nose wero defioctcd from tha scarce noticed It before. Fully thrice only on distrusting the thing's Never have I experienced such a.
jority, wo may contlnuo on wltn the slight outside by some external force or the size of the sun I had known attention from Perry long enough Journey before or since. Bven aew I

Thin, Perry Interested me In his hope that wo may later sufficiently resistance the steering wheel within throughout my life, and apparently to enable tho old man to gain the oftentimes awake from a deep sleep
would have moved In response. The so near that the sight ot It carried s&fnty of a larger tree. Thero were haunted by the horrid rememfcraaeaj

steel a steering whoel was not budged, the conviction that one might almost many closo by which not even tho of that awful experience.
Roughly, It Is a cylinder Krcat clrco wh,ch mUBt eventUttlIy David, since we started. You know reach up and touch It. terrldo strength of that titanic mon-

sterhundred feet long, and jointed so that return us to the surface. that." "My Ood, Perry, where are we?" could bend. CHAPTER III.
K'mer turn and twist through solid "If we succeed In so doing before I did know It; but here we were I exclaimed. "This thing Is com-

mencing As I touched tho ground I snatched A
rocket need bo. At one end Is a wo reach tho higher internal j with our drill racing In pure air, and to get on my nerves." a broken limb from the tanglod mass Change of Matlera.

peraturo wo may yet survive. Thero copious volumes of It pouring Into tho '1 think that I may stato quite that matted tho Jungle-lik- e floor of ROM tree to tree agile creadrill by anmighty revolving operated W0Ud to to be aboutBCem mo onQ cabin. positively, David," ho commenced, tho forest, and, leaping unnoticed be-
hind

tures likeengine which Perry said generated chance In several million that we "Wo couldn't have turned In the "that wo aro" tho dealt
sprang flying

shaggy back, the bruteIce stratum, Perry, I know as woll as He got no further. From behind a terrific blow.
aqulrre'le, white the cold

the cubic mora nulckly. but no more surely you," I replied; "but tho fact re-
mains

us In tho vicinity of tho prospector sweat Mood upon my browdid toaV other onglno lhan M though wo at BUpInc,y walt. that we did, for hero we aro thero come the most thunderous, My plan worked like magic. From as I glimpsed the depths"
iob i rouiouiuor iuh mg for the torturo or a slow and hor- - this minute at the aurfaco of tho roar that ever had tho previous slowness of the beast I

claus that that Invention alono would rlble death." ELDGAR RICE! BURROUGHS earth again, and I am going out to fallen upon my ears. With one ao-co- rd had been led to look for no such beneath, into which a single misstep!

make us fabulously wealthy wo were I glanced at the thermometer. It sec lust where." wo turned to discover tho author marvellous agility as he now dis-
played.

on tho part of either of my beareral
registered ono hundred and ten de- - strain had at last affected his mind. other twelvo hours. But would we "Better wait till morning, David. of that fearsome noise. Ileleanlntr his hold upon tho would hurl me.gotnt to make tho whole thing pub- -
KTucb. While wo were talking tho For several hours we had not Bpoken be allvo to know or carol It seemed It must bo midnight now." Had I still retained the suspicion tree, ho dropped on all fours and at As they bore me along my

IW after the '.norAs.fiil Issue of our m,Khty lron lnolo nad bored except as he asked me for tho read-
ings

Incredible. I glanced at the chronometer. that we were on earth the sight that the same time swung his great, mlndj
Orvt secret trial but Perry never re- - ovor a me lnt0 tno rocJ of

wny
tho of tho Instruments from tlmo to At four hundred and twenty miles "Hnlf after twelve. We havo beon mot my eyes would qulto entirely wicked tall with a force that would was occupied with a thousand bewll-- 1

turned from that trial trip, and i earth's crust. time, and I announced them. I took another reading. out soventy-tw- o hours, so It must be havo banished It. rhncrglng from havo broken 'every bone In my body derlng thoughts. What had become,,
only after ten years. --rt us contlnuo on. then," I re- - My thoughts were filled with vain "Porry!" I shouted. "Perry, manl midnight. Nevertheless I'm going to the forest was a colossal beast which had It struck me; but fortunately I ot Perry? What were th Intentions)'

I recall aa It were but yestorday pncj, "it should soon bo over at this regrets. I recalled numerous acts of She's going down I Sho's going down I havo a look at tho blessed sky that I closely resembled a bear. It was had turned to flee at the very Instant of these half human thing Into
tb night of that momentous occtt-- rate. You never Intimated that tho my past life which I should have been Sho's ono hundred and fifty-tw- o had given up alt hope ot ever seeing fully as largo an tho largest elephant, that I felt my blow land upon the
slen which we wore to test the speed of this thing would be so high, glad to have had a few more years to again." again," and so saying I llftod the bars and with great forepawa armed with towering back. whose hands I had fallen?'upon

of that wondrous In- - Porry. Didn't you know It?" live down. Thero was the affair in the "Qadl" ho cried. "What can 11 from tho Inner door and swung It hugo claws. As it started in pursuit of me I Were they Inhabitants of the same
vntlon.
practicability

It was near midnight that "No," he answered. "I could not Latin Commons at Andover when Cal-
houn

mean? Can the earth bo cold at the opon. Thero was quite a quantity of Its none or snout depended nearly a made the mistake of running along world Into which I bad bven 'born?
we repaired to tho lofty tower In figure the speed exactly, for I had and I had put gunpowder ln tho centre?" loose material In the Jacket, and this foot below its tower Jaw, much after the edgo of the forest rather than No I It could not be. But yet where
which Perry bad constructed hU no instrument for measuring the stove and nearly killed one of the "I do not know, Perry," I answered. I had to remove with a shovel to get the manner of a rudlmontary trunk. making for the open beach. In a else?
"iron mole," as he was wont to call mighty power of my generator. I masters. And then "But thank heaven, If I am to die. at the opposite door In the outer shell. The giant body was covored by a moment I was knee deep In rotting I had not left that earth ot that
tha thing. reasoned, however, that we should Dut what was the use? I was about It shall not be by fire that Is all In a short time I had removed coat ot thick, shaggy hair. vegetation, and the awful thing be-

hind I was sure. Still, neither could Ito die and atone for all these things that I have feared. I can face the of the earth and rock to the toward me was gaining rapidly as ITha great nose rested upon the bare make about five hundred yards an enough Roaring horribly, It came reconcile the things which I had
earth of the floor. Wo passed hour." and several more. Already

foretaste
the heat thought of any death but that." floor of the cabin to expose tho door us at a ponderous, shuttling trot, t floundered and fell In my efforts to seen to a belief that I was still In the'

through the doors Into tho outer "And wo nro making seven miles was sufficient to give
A few

me a Down, down went the mercury un-

til
beyond. Perry was directly behind turned toward Porry to suggest that It extricate myself. world of my; birth. With ' atgh Iot the hereafter. degrees

Jacket, secured them, and then pass- - nn hour," I concluded for him, as I and I should lose consciousness.
more It stood as low aa it had seven me as I threw It open. The upper halt might be wise to seek other surround-

ings.
A fallen log gave me an Instant's gave It up.

tag on into the cabin, which con- - nat with my cyea upon the distance "What the readings miles from the surface of the earth, was above the surface of the ground. The Idea had evidently oc-

curred
advantage, for, climbing upon It, I Wo must have travelled several

talned the controlling mechanism meter. "How thick la tho earth's David?" Perry's
are

voice broke In upon
now, and then of a sudden tho realization With an expression of surprise I to Perry previously, for he was leaped to another a few paces further miles through the dark and dismal

within tblnnor .tubo, switched on onuit, Perry?" I asked. my sombre reflections. broke upon us that death was very turned and looked at Perry, It was already a hundred pacos away, and on, and In this way was able to keop wood, when we came suddenly upon 1he electric lights. "There are almost as many con-Par- ry "Ninety miles and one hundred and near. it broad daylight wlthoutl with each second his prodigious cloar ot the mush that carpeted the a dense village built high among the
looked to his generator: to I replied. Perry was the first to discover "Something seems to have gone bounds Increased the dlstanco. I had surrounding ground. But tha slgzag branches of the trees.Jectur. t0 tnat ln.re j--e geol-th- e fifty-thre- e degrees,"

great tanks that held the life- - o,... WM h,8 answer. "One estl-giyl- "dad, but we'vo knocked that thirty--

mile

I saw him fussing with the valves wrong either with our calculations or never guessed what latent speed pos-
sibilities

course that this necessitated was As we approached It my escort
he that regulate tho air supply. About chronometer," I said. the old gentleman possessed. placing such a heavy handicap uponchemicals with which was mates u tnlrty tecawe the in-

to
crust theory Into a cocked the broke into wild shouting, which waa

manufacture fresh air to replace , , h u ncreaslngmM at the rate of hst!" he cried gleefully. the same time I began to experience
head felt Perry shook his head; there was a I saw that ho was headod toward a mo that my pursuer was steadily Immediately answered from within,In breathing. My

that which wo consumed in breath- -
b onad.KrA0 to each nlxty to "Precious lot of good It will do us," dlfflculty strange expression In his eyes. llttlo point of the forest which ran gaining upon me. and a moment later a swarm ot

log: to bis instruments for recording I growled back. dizzy, my limbs heavy. "Let's have a look beyond that out toward the sea not far from Suddenly from behind I heard a croatures of the same strange racef.t wouId be 8um.ntvenfy dPi In his scat.and I saw Perry crumple ha crlod. where had beon standing, and as tumult of howls, and sharp piercingtnce. wetemperatures, speed. he continued, door, David," as those who had captured me pouredf tha most rcfractory BUb. "But, boy." and satmy He guvo himself a shake barks much the sound that a pack offor examining the materials through reading Together we stepped out to stand In the mighty creature, tho sight ot out to meet us.thatatnncw at that d,8tanco beneath the "doesn't temperature turned towardwhich wo were to pass. surface mean anything to you? Why. It erect again. Thon he silent contemplation of a landscapo at which had galvanised him Into such wolves raises when In full cry In-
voluntarily

Again I was the centre of a wildly
He tested tho steering device, and hasn't gone up ln six miles. Think of me.

ho "I onco weird and beautiful. remarkable action, was forging stead-
ily

I glanced backward to dis-

cover
chattering horde. I was puUed tails

overlooked tho mighty cogs which "Another Hnds that the phenomena
son!"

"Oood-by- , David." said. Before us a low and level shore toward mo I sot off after Perry, tho origin of this new and way and that. Though pinched,
i. t precession and nutation requlro It. guess this Is the end," and then he strotched down to a silent sea. So far though at a somewhat more decor-

ous
menacing noto with the result that I pounded and thumped until I wasJSSTrtSin at th.lw o hi that the earth, if not entirely --olid. "Yes. I'm thinking of It," I an-

swered:
smiled and closed his eyes. as the eye could reach the surface of pace. missed my footing and went sprawl-

ing
black and blue, I do not think thatJ.f, must at least havo a shell not leas "but what difference will It "Oood-b- y, Perry, and good luck to face in thethe water was dotted with countless It was evident that the massive once moro upon ray their treatment was dictated, by eitherhundred to thousand make when our air supply Is ex-

hausted
you," I answered smiling back nti?J than eight a Isles of towering, barren beast pursuing us was not built for deep muck.tiny some malice. Icruelty or waa a curiosity,awfulJL? Werl "aSiwd Spon " thickness. So there you are. whether tho temperature Is him. But I fought off that In mammoth was so closeI so I did granite rock, others resplendent speed, so all that I considered neces-

sary
My enemy a freak, a new plaything, and their

oars laai wo wuu.ui vou may take your choice." one hundred and fifty-thre- e degrees lethargy. I was very young: gorgoous trappings of tropical vege-
tation,

was to gain the trees sufficiently by this time that I knew I must feel childish mlnde required the: added,tranSTC0 ,,n.,M ltir' I hundred and thou-
sand?

not want to die.
iprtght whether tho cratt were

...,,-,- .
' 'nrnvn or a

We'll be Just
fifty-thre- e

as dead, and no It must have been an hour after myriad starred with ths mag-
nificent

ahead of It to enable mo to climb to the weight of one ot his terrible paws evidence ot all their senses .to baek
I at last came splendor ot vivid blooms. the safety of some great branch be-

fore
before I could rise, but to my surprise up the testimony ot their eyear

will be all me to u. in one will know the difference, any-
how."

Perry succumbed thntM.noYtroayeaXnorTunn?ng dark and forbid-
ding

it tho blow did not fall upon me.Behind4 to the realization that I could no us rose a came up. Presently they dragged me within
'oil Sel on this unequal atrugglo wood ot giant arborescent ferns Notwithstanding our danger I cosld The howling and snapping and the village, which consisted of severallongertrucallvtow th. beat wlUsufnce to admit that for carry which hadou But I must some of the elementbarking newIntermlnglod with the commoner types hundred shelters ofbut frantic boughs andof coal, or rising against tho Inevitable. not help laugh at Perry'sus but throe or folr d whe unaccountable the stationary melee nowtha aurfaca again. ' i. . nvn

reason With my last flickering ray of con-

sciousness
of a primeval tropical forest. Hugo capers as bo essayed to gain the been Infused Into the leaves supported upon th branches,temperature did renew my waning I turned mechanically to-

ward
creepers depended ln great loops from safety of tho lower branches of the seemed centred quite close behind me, of the trees. Between the huts,

bowed his bead In prayer, for a . hope. What I hoped for I could not the dlstanco meter. It stood at tree to tree, dense underbrush over-
grew trees he now had roachod. The stems and as I raised myself upon my hands which sometimes formed crooked

mUeVoWcfflS Antipodes"" havo explained, nor did I try. The exactly five hundred miles from tho a tangted mass of fallen trunks were bare for a distance of some fif-

teen
and glanced round I saw what It was streets, were dead branch and th'

oldmrl:hrdr!!HnedBtnho Vtnrt n very fact, as Perry took pains to ex-
plain, earth's surface and suddenly tho and branches. Upon the outer vergo feet at loast on thoso trees that bad distracted the "dyryth," aa trunks of small trees which connected ,

n"wSshmolo nnalop' of tho blasting of soveral very huge things that boro us came to a we could see the same splendid color-
ing which Perry attempted to ascend, I afterward learnod tha thing la the huts upon one tree to those with-

in.J,h"WntfhZU remb e5 DO- - exact and learned scientific hypothe-
ses stop. ot countless blossoms that glori-

fied
for tha suggestion of safety carried called, from my trail. adjoining trees, the whole networkbtUh8,ti?.mA rush of twecn six and seven hundred miles made It apparent that we could, Tho rattle of hurtling rock through the islands, but within the denso by the larger of the forest giants had tl was surrounded by a pack of of huts and pathwaya forming aa al-

mostsound as the loose earth passed up bpncath th0 earth.a surface: but dur- - not know what lay before us within the hollow Jacket ceased. Tho wild shadows all seemed dark and gloomy evidently attracted him to thorn. some hundred wolf-lik- e creatures-w-ild solid flooring a good fifty feet, tno laat hundred and flfty muei the bowels of tho earth, and so wa betokened seemed that rushed abovebotwecn racing of tho giant drill as tho grave. dogs they the ground.hollow A dozentho times ho scrambled thethrough space f journey wo shall bo corpses, might continue to hope for the best, In air and up and snapping In upon It I wondoredtba inner and outer Jackets, to be that It was running loose And upon all the noonday sun trunks like a huge cat, only to fall growling why these agile crea--s
wake. xm I correct?" I asked, at least until wo were dead whdn then another truth flashed upon me. poured Its torrid rays out of u cloud-less- 1, back from all sides, so that they sank their tures required connecting bridge be-

tweenIn to the anddeposited
"We off!

our "Quito correct, David. Aro you hope would no longer be essential to Tho point of the prospector was sky. with each failure
ground

ho
onco
cast

more,
horrified whlto fangs Into tho slow brute and the trees, but later when I sawwere aour happiness. bo?" I away again before It could reach the motley aggregation of halfThe above us. "Vvhere on earth can we wero savagedeafening. sen- -,Tlw noise was

mln- -
ln.frnldo not knoWt It haB n come At one hundred miles the tempera-

ture
Slowly It dawned on mo that since askod, turning to Perry. glance over his shoulder at tho on-

coming them with Its huge paws or sweeping beasts which they kept within theirfullsatlon was frightful. J or a ao ,uddonIy that I scarce believe that had dropped to one hundred nnd passing through tho lco strata It had For some moments tho old man Jld bruto, simultaneously omit-
ting tall. village I realized the necessity fatuta neither of tis could do aught but elther of u, reauze tho Teal terrors fifty-tw- o and a half degrees! When been nbovo. Wo had turned In the not reply. Ho stood with bowed head

terror-strlcko- n shrieks thut But these were not all that my the pathways.ding with the proverbial desperation of oup BOaUloni 1 feei that I should I announced it Perry reached over Ice nnd sped upward toward tho burled In deep thought. But at last awoke tho echoes of tho grim forest. startled eyes perceived. Chattering There were a number of the aasaefof ths drowning man to the handrails be rcduced to panic: but yet I am and hugged mo. earth's crust. he spoke. At length he esplod a dangling and gibbering through the lower vicious wolf-dog-s which 'we had leftof our swinging seats. Then Perry not j ma(rine that the shock has From then on until noon of tho Thnnk Ood! We were safp! "David," he said, "I am not so sure creeper ubout the bigness of ono'a branches of the trees came a com-
pany

worrying the dyryth, and many goat-
likelf,Jice.d.. th6, thermometer. bcon so great 03 to stun our sensi- - second day It continued to drop until I put my nose to the Intake plpo that wn are on earth." wrist, nnd when I rnachnd the trees ot man-IIk- o creatures evidently animals whose distended udder"Oadl" he cried. "It cannot be pos- - b through which samples wero to have ho watt raclug madly up It, hand explained the forblu(w, It beoamo as uncomfortably cold aa "What do you mean, Perry?" I urging on tho dog pack. reason their pret-
ence.slble qulckt What does the dlstanco Again I turned to the thermometer, It had before been unbearably hot. been taken during the pannage of the cried. "Do you think that we are over hand. They were to all appoarances strik-

inglymetre read?" Tne morcury was rising with less ra-- At a depth of two hundred and forty prospector through tho earth, and my dead, and that this Is heaven?" He hud almost reached the lowest similar In aspect to the negro of My guard halted before one of thThat and the speedomoter were both pidlty. It was now but 140 degrees, miles our nostrils wero assailed by fondest hopes were realized. A flood He smiled, and turning pointed to branch of the treo from which the Africa. Their skins were very black, huts, into which I was pushed; then
oti ray side of the cabin, and as I although we had penetrated to a almost overpowering ammonia fumes, of fresh air was pouring Into the Iron the nose of the prospector protruding creeper depended, when tha thing and their features much like those ot two of the creatures squatted down
turned to take a reading from the depth 0f nearly four miles. I told and the temporaturo had dropped to cabin. from tho ground at our backs. parted beneath his weight and he the more pronounced negroid type, before the entrance to prevent my
former I could hear Porry siuttcr- - porry, and he smiled. ten below zero! The reaction left me In a stnte of "But for that, David, I might be-

lieve
fell sprawling at my feet. except that the head receded more escape, doubtless.

Ing. "Wo havo shattered one theory at We suffered nearly two hours of collapse, and I lost consciousness. that we wore indeed como to the The misfortune now was no longer rapidly above the eyes, leaving little I had no more than entered the dark
'"Ten degrees rise. It cannot bo leant," was his only comment, and this Intense and bitter cold, until at country beyond the Styx. The pros-spect-

amusing, for tho beast was already too or no forehead. ahadows ot the Interior than there felt
possible." then he roturnod to his self.assumed about 245 miles from the surface of CHAPTER II. renders that theory untenable. closo to us for comfort. Seizing Perry Their arms were rather longer and upon my ears the tone of familiar

.Then I saw him tug frantically upon occupation of fluently cursing the the earth we entered a stratum of It certainly could never have gone to by tho shoulder I dragged him to his their legs shorter In proportion to ths voice In prayer.
the steering wheel. steortng wheel. solid Ice, when tho mercury quickly A Stranae World. heaven. However, I am willing to feet, nnd rushing to a smaller tree-- one torso than In man, and later I noticed "Porry f" I cried. "Dear old Perry I

As I finally found the tiny needle 1 once heard a pirate swear, but roso to 82 degrees. During tho next unconscious little more concede that we may actually be In that he could easily encircle with that their great toes protruded at Thank the Lord yon are safe."
In the dim light I translated Perry's his best efforts would have seemed three hours wu passed through ten another world from that which we his arms and legs I boosted him as right angles from their feet because "David I Can It be possible that you
evident excltomont, and my heart Hko those of a tyro alongside of miles of Ico, eventually emerging Into nWAS an Instant, for as I have always known. It wo are not far up aslcouli. and then left him to of their arboreal habits, I presume. escaped?" And the old man stumbled
sank within me. But when, I spoke I Perry's maetcrful and scleTltlllc Im- - another series of ammonia Impreg-

nated
forward from tho on earth, there Is every reason to be-

lieve
his fate, for a glance over my shoul-
der Behind them trailed long, slender toward me and threw his arms about

hld the fear which haunted me. precatlons. strata, where the mercury to which I had that we may be in It." revealed the awful beast almost tails which they used In climbing me.
"It will be seven hundred feet. Once more I tried my hand ot the n grain fell to ten below. and fell with a crash to "We may have quartered through upon mn. qulto as much as they did either their He had seen me fall before the

.Bsrrv." I said, "liv the tlmn vou cm wheel, but I might as well have Slowly It rose once more until wa been clinging tho earth's crust and como out upon It was the great size nf tho thing hands or feet. dyryth, and then he had been seised
" convinced that at last were the floor of the cabin, tho shock tho alone that saved me. Its enormous I had stumbled to feet thaturn her into tne horizontal." ossayca 10 iinsi wore wo some tropical island of Went my by a number ot the re d

."You'd better lend me a hand then, my suggestion Perry stopped the nearlng tho molten intorlor of the brought me to myself. Indies," I suggested. bulk rendered It too slow upon Its moment that I discovered that the borne through the tree tops to their
my boy," he replied, "for I cannot generator, and as we came to rest I earth. My first concern was with Terry. I Again Perry shook his head. feet to copo with the nglllty of my wolf dogs were holding the dyryth at village. His captors had been aa
budge her out of the vertical alono. "gain throw all my strength Into a At 400 miles the temperature had young musoles. and so I was enabled bay. as to his strange clothing as
Heaven glvo that our combined supremo effort to mvo 1 h6 thlng reached 162 degrees. Fovorlshly I to dodge out of Its wny nnd run com-

pletely At sight of me several of the sar-ag- o had mine, with the same result. Asbehind It before Its slowhair's breadth-b- ut the ro-

tor
watched the thermometer. Slowly It wits looked at each other could notstrength .may be equal to the task, oven a creatures left off worrying the we we

also wo are lost." ults worn as barren as when we had rose. Porry had ceased slnglns, and Are You Going Away for the Summer? could
The

direct
few seconds

It In pursuit.
of grace that this great brute to come slinking with help but laugh.

be" was at last praying, tall, David," remarkedI wormed my way to tho old man's rarUlll.B iJ.Vrt PSfv "and found safely lodged In the barod fangs toward me, and as I "With agavo me meI Our hopes had received such a would make hand-
some

side with never a doubt hut that the "Jook my P??y branches of a tree a few from turned to run toward the trees again Perry, "you a very
grt wheel would yield on the Instant ,tntJ;fir5tMmn,an1(i 0Xce lllZ death blow that the gradually In-

creasing thnt In which Perry had at
paces
last found to seek safety among tho lower ape."

heat seemed to our distorted When you ro out of town for the summer you may find H b a haven. branches I saw a number of the man-ape- s "Maybe we can borrow a ootsBt,"
Imaginations much greater than It to be

vKrfora.wary.WhadmnyepnU Bhat 'wVth my""yM ffl really was. For another hour I saw difficult and costly to provide yourself with the rifbt sort ot reading Did I say safely lodged? At the foliage
leaping

of the nearest
and chattering

tree.
in tha

the
I rejoined.

thing this
"They

season.
seem

I wonder wtaat
quite

tlmo I thought quite safe,we werehi- - a that pitiless column of mercury rise the creatures Intend doing with' U,boon the envy and despair of my "thermometer nW distance matter. and so did Perry. Between them and the beasts behindand rise until at 410 miles It stood
mater. The mercury was rising very at 153 degrees. Now It was that we Why send to the city for novels at 1.25 or 1.50 tach or buy He wns prnylng1 raising his voice me there was little choice, but at Perry. They don't seem really av-ag- e.

least there doubt to thewas a aa re-
ception

And for that very reason It had sIowIy now though even at 145 d- - bogan to hang upon those readings them at a fancy price In some country store? In thanksgiving at our deliverance these grotesque parodies on "What do yon suppose they aa be?waxed even greater than nature had wai unbearable wlth- - and had Just completod a sort of psanIt almost In almost breathless anxiety.
Intondod, since my natural prido In ln the narrov conflnos of our metal One hundred and fifty-thre- e de-

grees
You can supply yourself with the best, most drdlchtful summer of gratitude that the thing couldn't humanity would accord me, while You were about to teU me wiser we

my great strength had led mo to cara prison had beon the maximum tem-
perature reading for six cents a week. climb a tree, when, without warning, there was none as to the fate which are when that great hairy frigate

awaited beneath the grinning bore down us. Have reallyme youuponfor and develop my body and my About noon, or twelve hours after above t'.io lco stratum. It reared up beneath him on Its enor-
mousmuscles by every means within my our otnrt upon this unfortunato jour- - Would It stop at this point again or By subscribing to The Evening World for the summer months tall and hind feet, and reached fangs of my fierce pursuers. any Idea at all?"

What with boxing, football novel each week. Not old book fearfully armed paws quite to And so I raced on toward the trees, "Yes, David," he repMed. "1 Knewpower. n0y, we had bored to a depth of would It continue Its merciless climb? you will secure a complete some a thnA
and baseball I had been In training which the Wn know that thero the branch upon which he crouched. Intending to pass beneath that which precisely where we are. W haveeighty-fou- r miles, at point was no hope, dealer has not been able to sell, bit the finest fiction held the and take madsince childhood. mercury registered 153 degrees. and yet with the persistence of life country te

The arcomnanylng roar was all but man-thin- refuge magnificent discovery, my
And ao It was with the utmost con- - Perry was becoming more hopeful, Itself we continued to hopo against by the foremost living authors. drowned In Perry's scream of fright, in another further on. boy. W have proved that the earth

fldence that I laid hold of the and h wns like to have tumbled But the wolf-dog-s were very close is hollow. W have passed eattrelyhugo though what food he practical certainty.upon meagro Bear this in mind, not for yourself but for of friendl
iron rim, but though I threw every sustained his optimism I could not Already the air-tan- were at low

only any your headlong Into tho gaping Jaws be-

neath
behind me so close that I had de-
spaired

through Its crust to the inner world."
ounce of ray strength Into It my best conjecture. Prom cursing he bad ebb; there was barely enough of the who expect to spend the summer In the country. him. so precipitate was his of escaping them, when one "Perry, you are mad,"
effort was as unavailing as Perry's turned to singing. I folt that the precious gases to sustain us for an Impetuous haste to vacate tho dan- - of tba creatures In the tree above (To Be Continued?
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